
January 2022 
 
Greetings, Beloved Church Family! And HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
We give thanks to God for the wonderful privilege of entering the year 2022!  Despite all we have 
had to live through, both personally and internationally, God has been good to us and we are 
grateful that His mercy endures forever! 
 
Let me begin this communiqué with abundant gratitude to this church family for your faithfulness 
as a community of faith.  Your presence in worship—whether physical or virtual—as well as your 
financial commitment to the work of the Kingdom of God, have helped us to “serve this present 
age” in ways that have benefitted countless individuals in the midst of this global pandemic.  I say 
it regularly, but permit me to share it again, God has blessed us with a phenomenal church, and 
it is solely because of the leadership and membership that are committed to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ! To God be all the glory! 
 
But in addition to my gratitude for your congregational loyalty, permit me to thank you all the more 
for your goodwill to the pastoral leadership of our church.  Your kindness to our Founding Pastor, 
both in grief and in joy, have continued to both warm his heart and bless his family.  Thank you 
for all the cards and gifts and culinary delights you shared with him (and them) during the time of 
Eric’s death and the celebrations of Christmas and New Year’s.  You constantly show to our 
Founder that he is loved and appreciated. Thank you so much! 
 
Additionally, the Cosby and Johnson families have likewise been tremendously blessed by your 
love and generosity!  Whether it was the wedding of Adrienne Marie, the celebration of the 
holidays, or “just because,” you have not failed to show your love and support to us all. Thank you 
very much! 
 
Now, it’s time to celebrate even more!  For the next several months (January to June) we will 
joyously participate in the commemoration of six decades of worship and service as Wheeler 
Avenue Baptist Church.  To begin our time, we have asked four phenomenal preachers to help 
us kick off this new year in revival. Dr. Jerry Carter of Morristown, NJ, Dr. William Curtis of 
Pittsburgh, PA, Pastor Sheleta Fomby of Laurel, MD and Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. of Fairfield, CA 
respectively will be our preachers each Wednesday of January in the Cathedral at 7:00pm.   
 
I have asked Deacon and Deaconess Eric and Karen McMillan to serve as our Chairpersons for 
this year’s festivities.  They have begun to assemble a team of workers to help coordinate each 
month’s activities.  We are planning to have a phenomenal time of celebration, culminating in our 
Anniversary Worship services on Sunday, June 5th at 8:00 and 11:30am, unless otherwise 
announced. 
 
In addition, our Martin Luther King Day Commemoration will likewise be in the Cathedral on 
Monday, January 17th at 12:00 Noon.  We are pleased to announce that this year’s speaker will 
be none other than our esteemed Mayor Sylvester Turner.  Please bring your entire family to 
celebrate the work that was done through God’s Drum Major for Justice and Peace, Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
Finally, I have mentioned multiple times in this missive that events will take place in the Cathedral.  
Now that we have completed all the construction in both the Cathedral and the Christian Education 
Complex (CEC), it is time to dedicate the entirety of our newly constructed campus to the Lord.  
We will do so on Saturday, January 29th, also at 12:00 Noon.  We will welcome many of those 



who have helped to make the finished work a possibility, as well as our civic leaders who have 
partnered with us along the way, to be our special guests during that time of dedication.  
Furthermore, we have plans to reveal a very special portion of our church anniversary plans during 
that dedication.  It will be held TOP SECRET until then, but I think you will be proud of your church 
and the way by which we seek to “serve this present age.” 
 
As you can tell, January will be a busy month.  But in the midst of its busy-ness, we will still 
maintain our safety precautions.  Far too many of our members have contracted the virus in recent 
weeks.  We have heightened our protocols to ensure that we do not get too comfortable while our 
health is still at risk.  For those who have wondered, I have not been led to suspend all activities 
of our church, as we did in 2020, but if the Lord leads me to do so, I will not hesitate to move us 
to the virtual reality for all of our worship and ministry obligations.  Let’s choose to be careful and 
concerned about our neighbors and ourselves.  Let’s begin this year PUSHING THROUGH IT! 
until we are able to return to what we have known as our preferred worship and fellowship realities. 
 
I’m still overwhelmingly excited to serve as your pastor!  Thank you for making my responsibility 
such a joyous one! 
 
 
It’s time to celebrate, The Diamond Anniversary: Sixty Years of Serving God and God’s 
People! 
 
 
Because of Christ, 
 
 
M.D. Cosby 


